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.here are some tentative reactions to the questions you 
nosed during your telephone call on 27 March. t It is hard 

?he queBtiQtK3^f or_several^ reasons. ^^We^have^nct 


seen 
LITINT. 


BtUUlCU uw BV—J -J I 1 , . . 

i itibt If we had seen the study# we are not at all sure 
*hat w4 would agree with all the conclusions. T M ° re 

importantly# it is not obvious what is meant by LITINT. 

It is not a common term used in the Intelligence Community; 
has noCkeen included in the Glossary of Intelligence Terms 
now being prepared. 
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t «a+-hf»r that LITINT refers to "intelligence information derived 

frSfvIriouf sortB N of i«a.** -*>olarly and popsla, publications, 

including those issued by the US (and other?) Governments. 


Question 1. If available LITINT was increasedlO °P«eent . what 
would the analysts have to forego? using/d<bxng? ^swer. The 
question seems to assume that analysts are fully ®*P?;?y ' 

working at capacity, i do not beixeve that thr^xs the case^ 
Certainly ways must be found to make iJ: _easxer .for, ^nalys ts to 
screen more efficiently the growing mounts of intelligence _ . 

ffermm^avIilSBle from all sources. So, regarding literature# 
it would be important that gists of articles be available ;f 
they would have bo be very carefu lly prepared. The 1 gista ^could 
be included in a computer file and be retreivab}|.e on lin«, 

<bn a SAFE-type environment. Analysts should be given the 
capability to call up gists by title# author# tc?pic, whatever. 

If the gist suggests that more careful study is required, the 
full test should be available on microfische/ 


Question 2. Should LITINT collection activities be administered 

centrally (like FBIS administers Foreign Medi? . 

Answer. Perhaps. FBIS already provides some Ll'lim. Other 
unclassified literature needs to be gisted under guidelines 
and under the supervision of intelligence professionals. But 
the work could largely be done "on contract. This is the 
FBIS/JPRS model. Some kind of clearing house f° r ^Covernraent 
publications would have to exist, with such publications screened 
and those of possible interest sftfcected for gisting. 

The program could be monitored by HRD. 
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Question 3. If national intelligence production was*«M«* 
divided into its component parts, what are the P a *£s Jthat 
increased LITINT could/might benefit? Where iff ^I T INT not 
likely to help? Answer. It is hard to say, sihcenooe 
seem? to know what kind of LITINT is out there that has not 
air^S^r^rstematically exploited by intelligence analysts. 
t n he 1 1 iaeaaa . bv defin ition # involves the use of S*dr 

riaSn Thus analysts fascinated by the availability 
auc y. .a. ^ » Kinn. JtjhA r-i ear»fi to use it. and practiced 


in its us e# quite naturally and nece 



ate their 



" 

Approved For Release 2003/04/23 : CIA-RDP90-00509R000100030025-7 


that 


II 


efforts in providing that dimension to analysis that secret 
information enables. '* ’ « - _■>- 



Unclassified resotirce should- largely be 
left to scholars. Having said that, it is important that 
intelligence analysts have the benefit of the scholarly research 
that does exist and of all relevant information publically 
available. We sometimes have complained that analysts are 
not agressive enough in ensuring that they have tapped the 
~ " oFWe all ready available before asking for hew intelligence 

efforts or enbarking on new courses of 


;ion co __ 

analytical research. 

Certainly, LITINT is not likely to help the current intelligence 
analyst much. It should be helpful (and is helpful) to 
political, economic, military, and scientific researchers. 

Our impressions are that the scientific researchers take some 
cape to ensure that they Aft have examined all available 

literature on“ tHeri subjects. Of course, theye may be lifterature 
available inside or outside the US G over nment of which they 
are unaware. Our guess is that the economic repeatrchers also 
do pretty well) the military researchers a little less well; 
the political researchers could use some encouragement (many 
of them are involved in or were trained in current; intelligence 
analysis and are not used to long-range indepth research) . 

Frankly, I am unwilling to be more specific until |I know more 
precisely what you are dealing with. Certainly, we could 
survey NFAC analysts at some point if that pfdftftlA proves to 
be desireable. 


I hope the abbve is useful^ 
you could acquire a copy of the "" 


I would appreciate it if 
1 study for us. ,fVnd 


we will be interested in participating with your "Working group 
when it is established. 
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